Published: Dec. 28, 2016, Kokomo Tribune [Page: A4] 


http://www.kokomotribune.com/opinion/house_of_burgess/house-of-burgess-the- 
best-of/article 3e723fcO-ccfe-11e6-93cc-5337/7ba98deb.html 


wi 
KT photo | Tim Bath 


House of Burgess: The Best of 
2016 


Also, thank you for reading this year 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Welcome to the fifth annual Best of the Year Awards. There’s no way around 
it: 2016 was a rough one. But, there were bright spots for me both 


personally and professionally. 


Earlier this month, my wife, Ash, and I announced our son, Harper, will be a 
big brother next year. This month, I was honored to be a part of the Kokomo 


Tribune’s second place award in the Best Ongoing News Coverage category 


for Division 5 in the Hoosier State Press Association Foundation Better 
Newspaper Contest. If you read something I wrote this year, including this, 


thank you. And now, on to the awards: 


BEST TELEVISION DRAMA 


‘The People vs. O.J. Simpson: American Crime Story’ 


Oct. 3 represented the 20th anniversary of the announcement of the not- 
guilty verdict in the murder trial of O.J. Simpson. As anyone around my age 
and older will remember, the entire O.J. saga was a defining, years-long 
saga, which consumed the world’s attention during the heart of the 1990s. 
Luckily for us, and everyone younger, this brilliantly cast, expertly written, 
beautifully acted recounting of the iconic tale has once again breathed life 


into this piece of American history. 


BEST DOCUMENTARY SERIES 


‘O.J.: Made in America’ 


At five parts spanning 467 minutes, this entry into ESPN’s prestigious “30 
for 30” series will represent the gold standard for long-form documentary 
filmmaking for years to come. After the final credits rolled, I finally 
understood why black America cheered the freeing of a murderous celebrity 
who had abandoned his own community at the first chance years before. 


After centuries of getting the short end of the stick no matter the guilt or 


innocence of the defendant, a non-white person finally got off despite 
apparent guilt. While, according to Harry Edwards, O.J. insisted, “I’m not 


black, I’m O.J.,” in the end, it wasn’t his decision at all. 


BEST HISTORICAL FICTION NOVEL 


‘The Underground Railroad’ by Colson Whitehead 


The fiction part lies in the literal reading of the words “underground 
railroad” as a subterranean system of tracks; the codified state-by-state 
horrors of a barely imaginary Antebellum South; and the protagonist Cora’s 
tale of the life of an escaped slave. Frank Mankiewicz, political director of 
George McGovern’s 1972 presidential campaign, once called Hunter S. 
Thompson’s book “Fear and Loathing: On the Campaign Trail ’72” the “least 
accurate and most truthful” account. I would apply those same words to 
“The Underground Railroad.” It didn’t happen this way, but I felt the dirty 
details of slavery in a deeper way than most factual renderings I’ve 


encountered. 


BEST FINAL ALBUM 


‘Blackstar’ by David Bowie/‘You Want It Darker’ by Leonard Cohen 


(tie) 


2016 took so many unique artistic voices from us; it’s hard to tally them in 


one place. At least two of them managed to make striking final statements 


just before they left, though. As I wrote in my Jan. 13 column, “RIP, David 
Bowie,” his final album, “Blackstar,” was released Jan. 8 on his 69th 
birthday before dying two days later. Oct. 21, Leonard Cohen released “You 
Want It Darker,” and died Nov. 7. Both had been ailing for some time and 
obviously wrestled with their own mortality on their last releases. Their 
voices will be forever missed, but we can at least take some solace in the 


fact they faced their demise with their signature, poetic styles intact. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


